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XVIII. Account of an Infant Mufician. By Charles vft 
Burrxey, DoSior of Mufic andF. R, S. 

Read February 18, 1779. 
1?a DR. WILLIAM H"UNTER, F. R. S.. 

^ - ~ St. Marti n's-dreet,. 

»• ^ ^^ Feb. 9, 1779, 

S your cnriollty feemed much excited by the extra-^ 
ordinary accounts of the Norwich mulical child,, 
and as you exprefled fome defire to know in what parti- 
culars his performance was wonderful, and difpofition to 
mufic fuperior to that of other children of the fame age : 
after making all the inquiries my leifure and opportuni- 
ties would allow, and repeatedly hearing and ftudying 
Mm, I have drawn up the following account, which, if 
it does not appear too trivial, I ftiould be glad youv 
would db rne the honour of prefenting to the Royal So- 
ciety, as a mark of my refpe6l and veneration for that 
learned Body, who, as their inquiries extend to all parts 
of Nature, will perhaps not difdain to receive a narrative 
of the uncommon exertions of the human faculties at ai 
'aiore early period of life than they ufually develope. 

I have the honour to be, &c- 

% THAT 
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THAT reafon begins to dawn, and reflexion to ope- 
rate, in fome children much, fooner tlian in others, mxiil be 
known to every one who has had an opportunity of com- 
paring the faculties of one child with thofe of another. 
It has, however, feldom been found, that the fenfes, by 
which inteHigence is communicated to the mind, advance 
v/itli even pace towards perfection. The eye and the 
ear, for inftance, which feem to afford reafon its princi- 
pal fupplies, mature at different periods, in proportion to 
exercife and experience ; and not only arrive at different 
degrees of perfection during the ftages of infancy, but 
have different limits at every pericxi of human life. An 
eye or ear that pnly ferves the common purpofes of exif- 
tenceis intitled to no praife; and it is only by extraordi- 
nary proofs of quicknefs and difcrimination in the ufe of 
thefe fenfes, that an early tendency to the art of painting 
or mufic is difcovered. 

Many children, indeed, feem to recognize different 
forms, perfons, founds, and tones of voice, in very early 
infancy, who never afterwards endeavour to imitate forms 
by delineation, or founds by vocal inflexions. 

As drawing or defign may be called a refinement of 
the fenfe of fight, and practical mufic of that of hearing ; 
and as a perfection in thefe arts at every period of life, 

from 
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from the difEculty of its attainment, and the delight it 
ajffords to the admirers and judges of both, is treated witli 
refpe6t, a premature difpofition to either ufually excites 
the fame kind of wonder as a phenomenon or prodigy. 

But as perfons confummate in thefe arts, and who are 
acquainted with the ufiial difficulties which impede the 
rapid progrefs of common ftudents, can only judge of 
the miraculous parts of a child's knowledge or perfor- 
mance, it will be neceffary, before I fpeak of the talents 
peculiar to the child who is the fubje£t of the prefent in- 
quiry, to diftinguilli, as far a^ experience and obfervation 
fliall enable me, between a common and fupernatural 
difpofition, during infancy, towards the art of mufic* 

In general a child is not thought capable of profiting 
from the inftruitions of a mwfic-m after till five or fix years 
old, though many have difcovered an ear capable of be- 
ing pieafed with mufical tones, and a voice that could 
imitate them, much fooner. The lullaby of a nurfe 
diiring the firft months of a child's exiftence has been 
found to fubdue peeviflinefs, and, perhaps, divert atten- 
tion from pain.; and in the fecond year it has often hap- 
pened, that a child has not only been more diverted with 
one tune or feries of founds than another, but has had 
fufficient power over the organs of voice to imitate the in- 
flexions by which it is formed; and thefe early proofs of 

Vol. LXIX. Bb what 
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what is commonly called mufical genius would dbu5tlefS^ 
be more frequently difcovered if experiiitents were made^^ 
or the mothers or uurfes were mufically cmriQus. How- 
ever^ fpontaneous efforts at forming a tune^ or- producing 
harmony upon an inftrument io early,, have never come 
to my knowlfedge. 

The arts being governed; by laws bulk on fueh pro-- 
du6tions and effe<5ts as the moft polilhed p^t of man- 
kind: have long agreed to call excellent, can make but 
fmall approaches towards perfection ma ftate of nature, 
however favourable may De the difpofition of thofe who. 
are fuppofed to be gifted with an uncommon tendency 
towards trheir cultivation,. Nature never built a palace, 
painted a pi<5t\are„or made a tune : thefe are atl works of 
art. And with refpe<St to architecture and mufic, there 
are no models in nature which can encourage imitation: 
and though there is a wild kind of mufic among favagfSj 
where paffion vents itfelf in lengthened tones diflferenl 
from thofe of fpeech, yet thefe rude effufions can afford 
nopleafure to a cultivated ear, nor would be honoured 
in Europe with any better title than the howHngs of 
animals of an inferior order to mankind. 

All therefore that is really admirable in early attempts 
at mufic is the power of imitation; for elegant melody 
and good harmony can only be fuch as far as they cor- 

refpond 
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l^fpond with or furpafs their models: and as melody 
confifts in the nappy arrangement of nngiefdiiftidsi^ laiidi 
harmony in the artificial combination and iimiileanejb^^ 
ule of them, an untaught mufician heeonies 'the m^^tit^ 
t)f both; and thafe who are at all acquainted wiH&^t^ 
fancy of fuch mdody and harmony as qdnftitute moderii. 
-mulic, can alone form an idea of the rude ftate of both 
when an individual difcovers them by^thie^flow|>r(k:ef$ 
of experiment. 

Every art when &ft ^difcovered leetm td i^IkkMeHa 
roi^h and iha|>elels mafs of marble juft hewni dut of a 
iguarryjp which requires the united and imt^^fetWd^a* 
^ours of many labourers to form actd poHfh, The -2^64 
^nd activity of a £ngle workn^an can do %t Mtde !x>x?F;0!ds 
its completion I and in -mufic the undire<Sed ettbrts of act 

infa^it muft be ftili more ckcumfcribed : for, without Ihe 

'. ■ • ■ ■ ■ ■ -,..-, 

l^id of reaibn and perfeverance h;e can ^nly depend on 
lue^mory and a prematiir^ delicacy aad acutenefe of ear 
/or his guides; and in thefe particulars the child of whon^ 
I am g^ng to fpeak is truly wonderful 

wi jLLi Ai^ CROTCH was born at Norwich J]^ly $y i7 7 5^ 
His father, by trade a carpentea:, having a paiEon for 
TOufic, of which however 3ie had no knowledge, un- 
dertook to build an organ, on which, as ibon as it w^ould 
•Q>eak, he learned to play two ot ^hreeconitnon tunes, 

B b It fuch 
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fiicli as Ood fave great GTLO'^GT^ our king; Let ambition 
fre thy mind \ and ^be Eajier Hymn; with which, and 
fuch chords as were pleafing to his earj^he ufed to try the 
perfection of his inftrBment. 

I have been favoured with feveral particulars concern* 
ing his fon'^ firft attention to mufic from robert par* 
TRiDGE, elquire, a gentleman of rank in the Corpora- 
tion of Norwich, who, at my requeft, has Been f6 oWig^- 
ing as to afcertain many curious fa6is, the truth of which*, 
had thej reffed merely on the authority of th^ child's 
father or mother, might have heen fxifpecfted; and tranf^ 
anions out of the common courfe of nature cannot be 
too fcrupuloufly or minutely proved. 

My correfpondent , of whofe intelligence and veracity 
I have the higheft' opinion, tells me, that I may reft 
aflured of the authenticity of fuch circumft^nces a^ he 
relates from the infbrmatibn of the child's father, who is 
an ingenious mechanic, of good reputation, whom he 
knows very well, and frequently employs, as thefe cir- 
cumftances are confirmed by the teftimony of many who 
were witneiles of the child's early performance ; and he 
adds, that he has Mmfelf feen and heard moft of the 
very extraordinary efforts of his genius. 

About Chriftmas 1776, when the child was only a 
year and a half old, he difcovered a great inclination for 

mufic, 
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mxillc, by leaving even his food to attend to it vrhen the 
organ was playing; and about. Midfummer 1777 he 
would touch the key-note of his particular favourite 
tunes, in order toperfuade his father to play them. Soon 
after thi«, as he was unable to name thefe tunes, he 
would play the two or three firft notes of them when he 
tihought the key-note did not fufiiciently explain which 
he wilhed to have played* 

But^ aiDcordiiig to his mother ^ it feems to have been in 
coiif€?quence of hia having heard the fuperior per*-" 
foraiance of Mi^, i/iri*MAN^ a mufical lady, who came to 
tiy Jhis father's organ,andwhonot only played.on it, but 
fung to her ownaccompanyment, thathe iiril attempted 
to play a tune himfelf i for^ the fame evening, after her 
departure^ the dbild cried, and was fo peevijlh that his 
mother was wholly unable to appeafe himr. At length, 
paffing through the dining-rcK>m,he fcreamed and ftrug- 
gled violently to go to theorgan^ inwhichj whenlie was 
indulged, hie eagerly beat down the keys with his little 
Ms, ^ other ehiUren ufuaUy do after finding themfelves 
able to produce a lioife,; which pleafes them more than 
the. aat!tificial.performalice of real melody or harmony by 

others^ 

The next day, however,' being left, while his mother 
wentout^ in the dining-room with his brother, a youth 

of 
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of about fomteen years old, he would not let him mft 
till he blew the bellows otf the oi:ga% while he fat on his 
knee and beat down the keys^mt firft promifcuoufly ; but 
prefently, with one hand, he jflayed enough of God f am 
great Gm^G% surging to awaken the curiofity of his fa^ 
ther, who Jbeing in a garret, w^hich was his work-lbop, 
haftened down flairs to inform himfeif wlio was playing 
this tune on the organ. When he found it was the child, 
.he could hardly believe what he heard and faw. At 
this time he was exaSly two years and three weeks old^ 
as appears by a copy I have obtained ^f the regi^er m 
the parife of St; George^s Colgate, Normch, figned by 
the reverend Mr. f apps, minifter. Nm- can the age .<rf 
this child be fuppofed to exceed itHs aec^^mt by tbojGb 
who have feen him, as he has notoniy all die aj>pearaace, 
but the manners, of an itifant, aed can no naore iaie pro* 
vaited on to play hj per&afion tfean a tated to ifing* 

It is eafy to account for Qod fave grmt mEG%.^% xmr 
X/;^^ being the firft tune he attempted to play, ^ it was 
not only that whicht his father <iKften performed, but 
had been tnoft frequently adrdniftei?ed to Mm as a nar- 
cotic by Ms mother^ during the firft year cC his Me* it 
had likewife been more magnificemly played than he 
was accuftomed to hear by Mrs. LULMi^N, the afternoon 
before he became a practical mufician himfelf; atid, pi^- 

vioug 



an Infant Mufician. j 9 1 

wbus to this event, he ufed to teize his father to play 
this tune on. his organ, and was very clamoiixoiis whei> 
he did not carry his poiati 

Whenhis mother returned,, the father, with a look. 
which at'onceinfipliedjpy, wmider,.and myftery, defired 
her to go up flairs with him,, as he had fomething curious 
to fhew her. She obeyed, imagining that fome aequain- 
tance or friead wa8> arrived, or that fome interefting 
event had happened during her abfence;: but was as 
much furprized as the father on hearing the child play 
the firft part? of Godfavie gr^aP gjborge our King. The 
next day be made himfelf mafter, af the treble of the 
fecond part;, and the day after he attempted the bafe, 
whichhe performed nearly correct in every particular, 
except-the note immediately before the clofe, which, be-- 
ing anro£tave below the preceding found, was out of the 
reach of his little hand. 

in the beginning of November 1777 he played both 
the treble and bafe of Let ambition fire thy mind^ an old 
tune which is, perhapS', now better known by the words 
to which it is fung inLovein a Village,. He?^^,/^^*^^ nurfe 
of young defin. 

Upon the parents relating this extraordinary circum- 
ftance to fome of their neighbours, they laughed at it; 
and, regarding it as the effe£k of partial fondnefs for 

theiE 
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their cliild, advifed them by no means to mention it, as 
ftich a marvellous account woald only expofe them to 
ridicule. However, a few days after, Mn crotch being 
ill, and unable to go out to work, Mn paul, a m after- 
weaver by whom h:e was employed, paffing accidentally 
by the door, aiM hearing the organ, fancied he had been 
deceived, an^^that crotch had ftayed at home in order 
to divert himfelf on his favourite inftrument; fully pre* 
pofleflSd with this idea, he entered the houfe, and, fud- 
denly opening the dining-room door, faw the child play- 
ing on the organ while his brother was blowing the bel- 
lows. Mr. PAUL thought the perfoi-mance fo extraordi- 
.nary, thatt he immediately brought two or three of the 
neighbours to hear it, who propagating the news, a croud 
of near a hundred people came the next day to hear the 
young performei:, andi on the following days, a ftill 
greater number flocked to the houfe from all quarters of 
the city; till, at length, the chfld's parents were forced to 
limit his exhibition to certain days and hours, in order to 
leflen his fatigue, and exempt themfelves from the in-, 
convenience of conftant attendance on the curious mul- 
titude. 

This account agrees in moft particulars with a letter I 
received from Norwich, and of which the following is 
an extra<5l. 

^< There 
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^^ There is now in this city a mufical prodigy, which 
^^ engages the converfution and excites the wonder of 
" every body. A boy; fon to a carpenter, of only two 
^^ years and three quarters old, from hearing his father 
" play upon an organ which he is making, has difco- 
^^ vered fuch mufical powers as are fcarcely credible. He 
" plays a variety of tunes, and has from memory re- 
*^ peated fragments of feveral voluntaries which he 
^^ heard Mr. garland, the organift, play atthecathe- 
^^ dral. He has likewife accompanied a perfon who 
^* played upon the flute, not only with a treble, but has 
^^ formed a bafe of his own, which to common hearers 
^^ feemed harmonious* If any perfon plays falfe, it 
^^ throws him into a paffion dire6tly; and though his 
" little fingers can only reach a fixth, he often attempts 
" to play chords. He does not feem a remarkable 
^^ clever child in any other refpeit; but his whole 
^^ foul is abforbed in mufic^''^. Numbers croud daily 

(a) This opinion fcems to have been toohaftily formed; for, independent of 
his mufical talent, he appears to me poiTeffedof a general intelligence beyoncj 
his age: and he has difcovered a genius and inclination for drawing, nearly as 
ilrong asl for mulic; for whenever he is not at an inllrument, he ufually employ i 
himfelf in Ikctching, with his left-hand, houfes, churches, fhips, or animals^ 
in his rude and wild manner, with chalk, on the floor, or upon whatever other 
plain furface he is allowed to fcrawl. Painters may, perhaps, form fome judg- 
ment of his mulic by his drawings. 

Vol. LXIX. Cg "to 
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" to hear him, and the mufical people are all amaze;- 
<^ ment^'^.'^ 

The child being but two years and eight moriths old 
when this letter was written, his performance mufl: 
have appeared confiderably more wonderful than 
at prefent: for as he feems to have received fc"arce 
any inftruftions, and to have purfued no tegular eourfe 
of ftudy or pradlice fince that time^ it can hardly be 
imagined that he is much improved. However, ex- 
perience mail have informed him what feries or combi- 
nation of fomnds was moft offenfive to his ear; but fiicli 
is his impetuolity that he never dwells long on any note 
or chord,^ arid indeed his performance miift originally 
have been as much under thie guidance of the eye as the 
ear, for when his hand unfortunately falls upon wrong 

notes, the ear cannot judge till it is too late to GOrre(St the 

■■ . ' ■ * ■ - ■ . . 

miftake. However, habit, and perhaps the delicacy and 

acutenefs of another fenfe, that of feeKng, rio'W direct 

him to the keys which he prefles down, as he hardly 

ever looks at them. 

(h) His father, Who has lately been in Londbn,^ andwith whomr Ih^v^ con* 
verfed iince this account was drawn up, all the particulars of which he has con^ 
jfirmed, told me, that when he firft csirried the child to the cathedral he ufcd ta 
cry the inftant he hc^rd the loud organ^ which, being fo much more powerful 
than that to which he had been accuftomed at home, he was fome time before h^^^ 
could bear without difcovering pain, occafioned, perhaps, by the ^xtreiiie dcli.- 
eacy^of his ear, and irritability of his nerves* 

I The 
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The firft voluntary he heard with attention was per- 
formed at his ftther^s hoiife by Mr. mully, a mufic- 
maller ; and as foon as he was gone, the child feeming to 
play on the organ in a wild and different manner from 
what his mother was accuftomed to hear, fhe afked him 
what he was doing? And he replied, '^ I am playing 
" the gentleman's fine thing.'* But flie was unable to 
judge of the refemblance: however, when IVIr. mullY 
returned a few days after, and was ajfked, whether the 
child had remembered any of the palfages in his volun- 
tary, he anfwered in the affirmative. This happened 
about the middle of November 1777, when he was only 
two years and four months old, and for a confiderable 
time after he would play nothing elfe but thefe paffages* 

A mulical gentleman of Norwich informed Mr, par- 
tridge, that, at this time,fuch was the rapid progrefs he 
had made in judging of the agreement of founds, that he 
played the Eafter-Hymn with full ha,rmony; and in the 
lafl two or three bars of Hallelujah, where the fame fonnd 
is fuftained, he played chords with both hands, by which 
the parts were multiplied to fix, which he had great dif- 
ficulty in reaching on account of the fhortnefs of his 
fingers. The fame gentleman obferved, that in making 
a bafe to tunes which he had recently caught by his ear, 
whenever tiie harmony difpleafed him, he would cpn- 

G c 2 tinu^ 
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tinue the treble note till he had formed a better accom- 
panyment. 

From this period his memory was very accurate in 
retaining any tune that pleafed him : and being prefent 
at a concert where a band of gentlemen-performers 
played the overture in Rodelinda, he was fo delighted 
with the minuet, that the next morning he hummed 
part of it in bed; and by noon, without any further af- 
fiftance, played the whole on the organ* 

His chief delight at prefent is in playing voluntaries, 
which certainly would not be called mufic if performed 
by one pf riper years, being deficient in harmony and 
meafurej but they manifeft fuch a difcernment and fe- 
Je6tion of notes as is truly wonderful, and which, if 
ipontaneous, would flirprize at any age. But though he 
executes fragments of common tunes in very good time, 
yet no adherence to any particular meafure is difcovera- 
ble in his voluntaries ; nor have I ever obferved in any of 
them that he tried to play in triple time. If he difcovers 
a partiality for any particular meafure, it is for dacSlyls of 
one long and two fliort notes, which conftitute that fpe* 
cies of common time in which many ftreet-tunes are 
compofed, particularly the firft part of the Belleifle 
March, which, perhaps, may firft have fuggefted this 
meafure to him, and impreffed it in his memory. And 

his 
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his ear^ though exquilitely formed for difcriminatiiig 
founds, is as yet only captivated by vulgar and common 
melody, and is fatisfied with very imperfe<£t harmony, I 
examined his countenance when he firil heard the voice 
of Signor PACcHiiROTTi, the principal finger of the 
operaj but did hot find that he feemed fenfible of the fu- 
porior t^e and refinement of that exquifite performer; 
however, he called out very foon after the air was be- 
gun, " He is finging in wJ* 

And this is one of the aftenifhing properties of his 
ear, that he can diftinguifli at a great diftance from any 
inftrument, and out of fight of the keys, any note that 
is ftruck, whether a, b, c, &c. In this I have repeatedly 
tried him, and never found him miftaken even in the 
hdli notes ; a circumftance the more extraordinary^ as 
many pra<5litioners and g(K>d performers are unable to 
4]iftinguilh by the ear at the opera or elfewhere in wh^ 
key any air or piece of mufic is executed. 

But this child was able to find any note that w:^ 
ftruck in his hearing, when out of fight of the keys, at 
two years and a half old, even before he knew the letters 
of the alphabet : a circumftance fo extraordinary, that I 
was very curious to know when, and in what manner, 
this fsM^ulty firft difcovered itfelf ; and his father fays, 
that in the middle of January 1778, while he was play- 
ing the organ, a particular note hung, or, to fpeak the 

language 
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language of organ-builders, ciphered, by which the tone 
was continued without the preflTure of the finger : and 
thoueh neither himfelf nor his elder fon could find out 
what note it was, the child, who was then amufing him- 
felf with drawing on the floor, left that employment, 
and going to the organ immediately laid his hand on 
the note that ciphered ^'''^. Mr. crotch thinking this the 
efFe6l of chance, the next day purpofely caufed feveral 
notes to cipher, one after the other, all which he in- 
ftantly difcovered : and at laft he weakened the fprings 
of two keys at once, which, by preventing the valves of 
the wind-cheft from clofing, occafioned a double cipher, 
both of which he directly found out. Any child, indeed, 
that is not an idiot, who knows black' from white, long 
from fhort, and can pronounce the letters of the alpha- 
bet by which mufical notes are called, may be taught the 
names of the keys of the harpfichord in five minutes'''''^; 
but, in general, five years would not be fufficient, at any 
age, to imprefs the mind of a mufical fliudent with an 
infallible reminifcence of the tones produced by thefe 
keys, when not allowed to look at them. 

(c) This circumftance proves that he exerclfed his eye in drawing, after hi» 
manner, before he was two years and a half old. 

(d) By remarking that the fhort keys, which ferve for flats and fharps, are 
divided into parcels of threes and twos, and that the long key between every 
two Ihort keys is always called d, it is extremely eafy from that note to difcover 
the fituation and names of the reft, according to the order of tlie firft feven 
letters of the alphabet. 

Another 
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Another wonderful part of his pre-maturity was the 
being able at two years and four months old to tranfpofe 
into the moft extraneous and difficult keys whatever he 
played ; and now, in his extemporaneous flights, he mo- 
dulates into all keys with equal facility. 

The laft qualification which I fliall point out as ex- 
traordinary in this infant mufician, is the being able to 
play an extemporary bafe to eafy melodies when per- 
formed by another perfon upon the fame inftiniment* 
But thefe bafes muft not be imagined correal, according 
to the rules of counter-point, any inore than his volun- 
taries. He generally gives, indeed, the key-note to paf- 
fages formed from its common chord and its inverfions, 
and is quick at difcovering when the fifth of the key 
will ferve as a bafe. At othei* times he makes the third 
of the key ferve as an accompaniment to melodies formed 
from the harmony of the chord to the key-note; and if 
fimple paflages are played flow, in a regular progreflion 
afcending or defcending, he foon finds out that thirds or 
tenths, below the treble, will ferve his purpofe in fur- 
iiifliing an agreeable accompaniment. 

However, in this kind of extemporary bafe, if the 
fame pafl^ages are not frequently repeated, the changes of 
modulation muft be few and flow, or corredtnefs cannot 
be expedted even from a profeflbr. The child is always 
as ready at finding a treble to a bafe as a bafe to a treble,, 

if 
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if played in flow not^s, even in chromatic paflages; that 
is, if, after the chord of c natural is ftruck, c be nrrade 
fharp, he foon finds out that a makes a good bafe to it; 
and on the contrary, if, after the chord of d with a fliarp 
third, F is made natural, and a is changed into b, he in- 
ftantly gives o for the bafe/ Indeed he continued to ac- 
company me with great readinefs in the following chro- 
matic modulation, afcending and defcending : 




I made more experiments of this kind, but to relate 
them would render my account too technical to all but 
compofers, or fuch as have long ftudied harmony. 

When he declares himfelf tired of playing on an in- 
ftrument, and his mufical faculties feem wholly blunted, 
he can be provoked to attention, even though engaged 
in any new amufement, by a wrong note being ftruck ia 
the melody of any well-known tune ; and if he ftands 
by the inftrumenj: when fuch a note is delignedly ftruck, 
he will inftantly put down the right, in whatever key the 
air is playing. 

At prefent, all his own melodies are imitations of com- 
mon and eafy paflages, and he feems infenfible toothers ; 

however, 
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however^ the only method by which fuch an infant can 
as yet be taught any thing better feems by example. If 
he were to hear only good melody and harmony, he 
would doubtlefs try to produce fomething limilar ; but, 
at prefent, he plays nothing corre6lly, and his voluntaries 
are little lefs wild than the native notes of a lark or a 
black-bird. Nor does he, as yet, feem a fubjedt for in- 
ftru6lion: for till his reafon is fufficiently matured to 
comprehend and retain the precepts of a mafter, and 
fomething like a with for information appears, by a ready 
and willing obedience to his injundions, the trammels of 
rule would but difguft, and, if forced upon him, deftroy 
the miraculous parts of his felf-taught performance. 

Mr. BAiLLET publiflied in the laft century a book, 
Sur les Enfans celebres par leurs etudes \ and yet, not- 
withftanding the title of his work, he fpeaks not of in- 
fants but adolefcents, for the youngeft wonder he cele- 
brates in literature is at leaft feven years old; an age ac 
which feveral ftudents in niufic under my own eye have 
been able to perform difficult compolitions on the harp- 
fichord, with great neatnefs and precifion. However, this 
has never been accompliflied without inftruitions and 
laborious practice, not always voluntary. 

Mufical prodigies of this kind are not infrequent: 
there have been feveral in my own memory on the harp- 
fichord. About thirty years ago I heard palschau, a 

Vol. LXIX. D d German 
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German boy of nine or ten years old, then in London, 
perform with great accuracy many of the moft difficult 
compoiitions that have ever been written for keyed in- 
ftruments, particularly fome leffons and double fugues 
by SEBASTIAN BACHj the father of the prefent eminent 
profeffors of that name, which, at that time, there were 
very few mailers in Europe able co execute, as they enn* 
tained difficulties of a particular kind; fuch as rapid -di*- 
vilions for each hand in a feries of thirds and in fixths?^ 
afcending and defeending, befides thcfle of full haririeiiy^ 
and contrivance in neariy as many parts as fingers/ fijcli 
as abound in the leflbns and organ fugues of ma^ndil. 

Mifs FREnERicA, now Mi^. WYNNE, a little after thi^ 
time, was remarkable for executing, at fix yeai% oldj a 
great number of leffons by scarlatti, parabies^ and- 
others, with the utmoft precifiom 

But the two fons of the reverend Mi*. W^Ii^Ti-EY ieaii 
to have difcovered, during early infancy, very uhcom^ 
mon faculties for the practice of mufic. charitE^ ^he 
eldeft, at two years and three quarters old, furpri:ge<J his- 
father by playing a tune on the harpfichord readily, ^nd 
in juft time: foon after he played feyeral, what^dr his 
mother fung, or whatever he heard iii the fireet. 

SAMUEI., the youngeft^ though he was three years oW 

before he aimed at a tune, yet by conftantly heaiiftg Kis 

brother pra£tife, and being accuftdmed to good mufic 

I and 
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and mafterly execution, before he was fix years old ai?* 
rived at fuch knowledge in mufic, that his ^xfen^j^orary 
perfofmanee on keyed inftruments, like MozARTr's^ was 
fo mafterly iji point of invention, modulation, and accii* 
racy of execution, as to furpafs, in rn any particulars, the 
attainments of moft profeflbrs at any period of their 
lives. 

Indeed moz art, when little more than fo^r years old, 
is faid tohave been " not only capable bfeKecutinglef* 
" fons on his favottrite inftrument, this harpfichord, but 
*^ to have eompofed fome in an eafy ftyle and tafte, which 
" were much approved ^'^t" and sAMUigL WtE^ltt-^r before 
he could w*ite was a compofer, and Baent^Uy fet the airs 
of feveral oratorios, which he retained in tttemory till 
he was eight years old, and then wrote th^m down. 

Here the difference of education ^p^r^ : little 
CROTCH, left to nature, has not only fee^n without in- 
ftruftions but gt)od models of imitation; wbil^ MozARt 
and SAMUEL westley, on the contrary , may be faid to 
have been nurfed in good mufic: for a^ the l^er had 
his brother's epccellent performance to flhiiiulrate atten- 
tion, and feed his ear with harmony ; the German infant, 
living in the houfe of his father, an eminent prof eflbr, 

(e) See PhiU Tranf. vol. LX, for the year 1770; an account' of a very re- 
markable young mufician, by the honourable daines barrington, f.JH. s* 
who foon intends to favour the public with an account of the two westLeys. 
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and ail elder fifter, a neat player on the harpfichord, and 
conftantly praaifing compofitiotis of the firft clafs for 
that inftrument, had every advantage of jStuation and 
culture joined to the profufion of natvxral endowments. 

Of MOZART'S infant attempts at mufic I was unable to 
difcover the traces from the con verfation of his father ; 
who, though an intelligent man, whofe education and 
knowledge of the world did not feem confined to mufic, 
confefled himfelf unable to defcribe the progreflive im- 
provements of his Ton -during the firft ftages of infancy. 
However, at eight years of age I was frequently con- 
vinced of his great knowledge in compofition by his 
writings; and that his invention, tafte, modulation, and 
execution in extemporary playing, were fuch as few pro- 
feflbrs are pofleffed of at forty years of age. 

Into what the prefent prodigy may mature is not eafy 
to predict; we more frequently hear of trees in bloflbm 
during the winter months than of fruits in confequence 
of fuchunfeafonable appearances. However,to keep pace 
with the expeftations- to which fuch premature tdents 
give birth is hardly allowed to humanity. It is the wifti of 
fome, that the uncommon faculties with which this child 
is endowed might be fufFered to expand by their own ef- 
forts, neither reftrained by rules, nor guided by exam- 
ples; that, at length, the world might be fvirnifhed with 
a Jpecies of natural mufic, fuperior to all the furprizing 

produdions 
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produftions of art to which pedantry, afFeftation, or a 
powerful hand, have given birth. But, alas ! fuch a wifli 
muft have been formed without reflexion; for mufic 
having its claflics as well as poetry and other arts, what 
could he compofe or play upon different principles that 
would not offend the ears of thofe who have regarded 
thofe claflics as legiflators, and whofe fouls have been 
wrapped in elyfium by their ftrains ? He might as well, 
if fecluded from all intercourfe with men, beexpecSted 
to invent a better language than the prefent Englifh, the 
work of millions, during many centuries, as a new mufic 
more grateful to the ears of a civilized people than that 
with which all Europe is now delighted . 

An individual may doubtlefs advance nearer perfec- 
tion in every art by the afliftance of thoufands, than by 
the mere efibrts of his own labour and genius* 

Another wilh has been formed, that the effeils of dif- 
ferent genera and divifions 5f the mufical fcale might be 
tried upon this little mufician; but the fuccefs of fuch 
an experiment is not difficult to divine. An unculti- 
vated ear would as naturally like the moft plain and com 
mon mufic, as a young mind would beft comprehend the 
moft fimple and evident propofitions : and, as yet> the 
atleiEttion of crotch cannot be excited by any mufical 
refinements or elaborate contrivance. 

It 
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It has likewife been imagiaed by fome, that every child 
might be taught mufic in the cradle, if the experimeiat 
were made ; tout to thefe it may with truth be faid, th^t 
fuch an experiment is (^'^/^ made on every child, by every 
mother and nurfe, that is able to form a tune, on every 
part of the globe* In Italy the ninne nonne^ or lullabies, 
are fragment-s of elegant melodies, become common and 
popular by frequent hearing; and thefe, though they help 
to form the national tafte, are not found to ftimulate the 
attention of Italian children to melody, or to accelerate 
the difplay of mufical talents at a more early period than 
elfewhere. 

Premature powers in mufic have as often furprized by 
fuddenly becoming ftationary as by advancing rapidly to 
the fummit of excellence. Sometimes, perhaps, nature 
is exhaufted or enfeebled by thefe early efforts; but 
when that is not the cafe, the .energy and vigour of her 
operations are feldom properly feconded, being either 
impeded and checked by early felf-complacence, or an 
injudicious courfe of itudy; and fometimes, perhaps, 
geilius is kept from expaniion by ill-chofen models ; ex- 
clufive admiration, want of counfel, or accefs to the moft 
excellent compofitions and performers in the clafs for 
which nature has fitted thofe on whom it is bellowed. 






